Practitioner's Docket No. 04046 


PATENT 


COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(ORIGINAL, DESIGN, NATIONAL STAGE OF PCT, SUPPLEMENTAL. DIVISIONAL 

CONTINUATION, OR C-l-P) 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

TYPE OF DECLARATION 

This declaration is of the following type: 

(check one applicable item below) 

0 original. 

□ design. 

NOTE: With the exception of a supplemental oath or declaration submitted in a tissue, a supplemental oath 
ZS^TyU-lTrTEd^ ^ 3mendment Undef37 CFR 1 - 312 ( Ame "dments alter allowance). 

□ supplemental. 

NOTE: li the declaration is for an International Application being tiled as a divisional, continuation or 
contmuation-.n-part application, do not check next item; check appropriate one of last three items. 

□ national stage of PCT. 

cS^OwTfl^r 5 *** *" ° 0mPlete ^ attachADDED PAGES FOR DIVISIONAL. 

NOTE: See 37C.F.R. § 1.63(d) (continued prosecution application) for use of a prior nonprovisional application 
declaraUon in the continuation or divisional application being tiled on behalf of the same or fewer of 
the inventors named in the prior application. 

□ divisional. 

□ continuation. 

NOTE: Where an application discloses and claims subject matter not disclosed in the prior application, or a 
continuation or divisional application names an inventor not named in the prior application a 
continuation-in-part application must be filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(b) (application filing requirements 
— nonprovisional application). w««=»«w«s 

□ continuation-in-part (C-l-P). 

INVENTORSHIP IDENTIFICATION 

WARNING: li the inventors are each not the inventors of all the claims, an explanation of the facts, including 
the ownership of all the claims at the time the last claimed invention was made, should be submitted. 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below, next to my name 
I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or 
an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter 
that is claimed, and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

TITLE OF INVENTION 

EASY ON/EASY OFF PILLOW AND BLANKET COVER AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 
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SPECIFICATION IDENTIFICATION 

the specification of which: 

(complete (a), (b), or (c)) 

(a) [3 is attached hereto. 

N0TE: "ItVZT^l combinations of formation supplied In an oath or declaration filed on the application 
^^thaspeaticatio^ 

TcTru^: W "' * 33 C ° mp,y!n9 "* the requirement of 

~H) name ofJnventor(s). and reference to an attached specification which is both attached to 
the oath or declaration at the time of execution and submitted with the oath or declaration on filing; 
^ "(2) name of inventor(s), and attorney docket number which was on the specification as filed; 

"(3) name of inventors), and title which was on the specification as filed." 
Notice of July 13. 1995 (1177 O.G. 60). 

(b) □ was filed on , as □ Serial No. 0 / 

and was amended on _ (if applicable). 

NOTE: Amendments filed after the original papers are deposited with the PTO that contain new matter are 

Te 7o7eTd S tea^ ^ » " *" "* SS^SSS 

are those filed wth the apphcation papers or, in the case of a supplemental declaration, are those 

ITciTs ueT" 9 ^ " 0t enCOmpassedin of invention or claims III 

^cl°^l^ mbinati ° nS °f M ° rm -! i0n SUPP,ied a " °*» or dec,aratfo " ^er the filing date 
MowZXVr- TT^ ^ '? ent,¥ng 3 s ^ dfication compliance with any one of the items 
below w,ll be accepted as complying with the identification requirement of 37 CFFt 1.63: 

"(A) application number (consisting of the series code and the serial number, e.g.. 08/123.456); 
"(B) serial number and filing date; 

"(C) attorney docket number which was on the specification as filed; 

o^edaratifn or °' dedmSon " time of execution and fitted with the oath 

idenmno uTJTnZV 'T T Sped " cation as accompanied by a cover letter accurately 

w PP 1 T - W , ° h * W3S intended *y eitner «"» a PP' !cati0 » ™™°er (consisting 
of theses code and the sena, number. e.g.. 08/123.456). or serial number and filing date. Absent 

apphcahon wh,ch the ,nventor(s) executed by signing the oath or declaration. " 
M.P.E.P. § 601.01(a). 7th Ed. 

(c) □ was described and claimed in PCT International Application No. 

t , filed on ; , and as 

amended under PCT Article 19 on . g f any) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION (37 C.F.R. § 1.67(b)) 

(complete the following where a supplemental declaration is being submitted) 
□ I hereby declare that the subject matter of the 

□ attached amendment 

□ amendment filed on 

was part of my/our invention and was invented before the filing date of the original 
application, above-identified, for such invention. 9 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF REVIEW OF PAPERS AND DUTY OF CANDOR 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
spec,ficat,on. including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred Uo above 

JfinfJT, 0 ^??^ 6 dUty t0 disclose inform -tion, which is material to patentability as 
defined In 37. Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56, pawmaraiiiy as 

(also check the following items, if desired) 

wht^ iS mat6 ?! t0 i h . e , examination of thi s application, namely, information 
where there is a substantial likelihood that a reasonable Examiner would consider 
^important in deciding whether to allow the application to issue as a patent, 

_< in compliance with this duty, there is attached an information disclosure 
statement, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98. 

PRIORITY CLAIM (35 U.S.C. §§ 119(aMd), (f) 172 . and 365(a) and (b)) 
NOTE: 37 C.F.R. § 1.55 Claim for foreign priority. 

rTrl^Jnrt 03 " 1 " * T^ 0 " 1 " *«**--*» may claim the benefit of the filing date of one or 

ZTSZ^S^ under ,he condWons specified in 35 usc - ^ou 9 h SiZ 

daTJZf! ° aPP ' iCati0n - 3nd With!n the later o' months from the actual liZ 
__ trirl - PP ? Z" Z m ° n,hS fmm the mg date 01 "» ***** application ms 
cZZdt "n eXtend , ab ' e : ^ ^ mUSt identify the {0re % n 'PP'™*™ "or which priority s 
wliff 71 " a " y r (0 ? i9n , aPP " Ca ' i0n f0f the sa ™ ^tter °"d having a Lg dal 

before that of the apphcathn for which priority is claimed, by specifying the application number 

oa^c%ohT aC T'^T yaUth0rity) ' m0nlh ' TneLTperioTnm 
paragraph does not apply to an application for a design patent 

00 In an application that entered the national stage from an international application after 
compl.ance with 35 U.S.C. 371. the claim for priority must be made during the parley ofTe 
application and within the time limit set forth in the PCT and the Regulations under Z PCT- 

fiMrtir™? 0 ?? ""I *° Cert!f!ed C ° Py ° f tte fore!gn «»*-** spewed in 35 U.S.C. 
252. Z It I ' ? GVent - 66 med befom me P atent & 9ranted. If the claim for 
pnonfy or the cuffed copy of the foreign application is filed after the date the issue fee is Jd 

rTS^L < f° mP T d by PmCeSStn9 ke S6t forth tn S "W- M *e patent will not include 
the pnonty claim unless corrected by a certificate of correction under 35 U.S.C. 255 and § 1.323 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §§ 119(aWd) 
of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate or of any PCT international 
application® designating at least one country other than the United States of America listed 

cXrT haVe prr° idGntified be ' OW 3ny f ° reign a PP |ica «on(s) for patent or inventors 
thT > hV 7 °J ! nternat,onal application(s) designating at least one country other than 
H^ lt ♦ f S S A 1 mericafiled b y me on the same subject matter having a filing date 
before that of the application® of which priority is claimed. 
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(complete (d) or (e)) 

(d) □ no such applications have been filed. 

(e) □ such applications have been filed as follows. 

NOTE: mere item (c)is entered above and the International Application which designated the U.S. itsell claimed 
pnonty check ,tem (e). enter the details below and make the priority claim. 

PRIOR FOREIGN/PCT APPLICATION(S) FILED WITHIN 12 MONTHS 
(6 MONTHS FOR DESIGN) PRIOR TO THIS APPLICATION 
AND ANY PRIORITY CLAIMS UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 1l19(aHd} 


COUNTRY (OR 
INDICATE IF 
PGT) 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

DATE OF FIUNG 
(day, month, year) 

PRIORITY CLAIMED 
UNDER 37 USC 119 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NOD 




□ YES NO □ 


CLAIM FOR BENEFIT OF PRIOR U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION(S) 

(34 U.S.C. § 119(e)) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35. United States Code, § 119(e) of any United 
States provisional applications) listed below: Y 


PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 

60 / 458,527 


FILING DATE 

3/28/2003 


CLAIM FOR BENEFIT OF EARLIER US/PCT APPLICATION(S) 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 120 

□ The claim for the benefit of any such applications are set forth in the 
attached ADDED PAGES TO COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF 
ATTORNEY FOR DIVISIONAL, CONTINUATION OR CONTINUATION-IN 
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ALL ?6 R mon N t£^ z/ 7 any, filed more THAN 12 months 

(6 MONTHS FOR DESIGN) PRIOR TO THIS U.S. APPLICATION 


NOTE: 


ine oasis for this application entering the United State* a* n\ th* » ~» . 

dMsiona,. orcontinuation.in.part. then *££SE£g Z^SS^SSSSSSfA 
AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR DMS.ONAl^CONVNUMONOR C^Z^O^enem 
of the pnor U.S. or POT application® under 35 U.S.C. § 120. *" benefit 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 

I tiereby appoint the following practitioner® to prosecute this application and transact 
all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 


(list name and registration number) 
Charles E. Meroni, Jr. 20,109 


□ 


NOTE: 


(check the following item, if applicable), 

° liS?? f PP °! n{ practitioner ( s ) associated with the Customer Number pro- 

Pattnt ^H W T V na nt W ' aPP ' iCati0n ^ t0 tranS3Ct 3,1 business in *e 
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

nf 2T5 38 P3Ct °L thiS declaration and P° w ^ of attorney, is the authorization 
represenSls)" 1 Pra ° titlbner{s) t0 accept and follow instructions from my 

ZSOZL" rr ApP " Cant * <o **S ^^fZZZnlnce 

ntl^LtH eont 7 8ton or to ens «, re coL^fcatfL fromTheSeanl 

ma,led to the current correspondence address. 37 CFR 1.63(d)(4).' § 601.03, M.P*P.. 7th EdWon 


SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO 

0 Address 

MERONI & MERONI-,- P,C t 
P.O. Box 309 

Harrington, ILLINOIS 60011 


DIRECT TELEPHONE CALLS TO; 

(Name and telephone number) 

Charles F. Meroni, Jr, 
(847) 304-1500 


KK Customer Number 30114 


(complete the following if applicable) 
CnrZl ^ ^.If D continuation □ divisional- there is attached hereto a Change of 

SSSrSS^S 50 that there wi " be no question as t0 where the PTO 
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GALLAGHER 


PAGE 02 


DECLARATION 

a ||l e t r pmllnt Clar ! l tha, w Sla,emen,S made herein of "* own knowledge are true and that 
S££T^ 00 ' n 0rma,i ° n and be,ief are be,ieved ,0 be ^ «"d '"*her that these 

^^.^ST ,he know,ed9e ,hat wi " fui fa,se s,atements an « the ,ik * » « 

States rftdt a i ?! ? ,mp : ,SOnmen, • ° r b ° th> Under Section 1 001 of ™» 1 8 of the United 

SIGNATURES) 

N0TB "* ' aml » ( ° r °° " *~ *• «<"" «e«» a* * 

adrtws and cou/tlry of otizenMp. 37 CFR § i£3faX3). ' po " on,(x 

Full name of sole or first inventor 

Hm Sfc^ //-^U // ., .HICKMAN 



Inventor's signature 

Date March"; ^uvg ^ ountry of Cifegnship UtS , A . 

Residence 1201 PJ^hroond Lane, TJilmette , Illinois 60091 

Post Office Address 1201 Richmond Lane 

. Wilme^tte, rllinoi3 60091 


FAMILY (OR LAST NAME) 


Full name of second joint inventor, if any 


Inventor's signature - 

Date ^ ~ ~~ 


Residence . 


Country of Citizenship . 


Post Office Address . 


Full name of third joint inventor, if any 


Inventor's signature , 

° 3te — " — " Country of Citizenship 

Residence " ™ 


Post Office Address 


(check proper box(es) for any of the following added page(s) 
that form a part of this declaration) 

□ Signature for fourth and subsequent joint inventors. Number of pages added 


» » » 


□ Signature by administrator(trix), executor(trix) or legal representative for de- 
ceased or incapacitated inventor. Number of pages added 


□ Signature for inventor who refuses to sign or cannot be reached by person 
authorized under 37 CFR 1.47. Number of pages added ' 

» ft ft 

□ Added page for signature by one joint inventor on behalf of deceased inventor(s) 
where legal representative cannot be appointed in time. (37 CFR 1.47) 

ft ft ft 

□ Added pages to combined declaration and power of attorney for divisional 
continuation, or continuation-in-part (C-l-P) application. 

□ Number of pages added 


□ Authorization of practitioner® to accept and follow instructions from representa- 
tive. 


Of no further pages form a part of this Declaration 
then end this Declaration with this page and check the following item) 

□ This declaration ends with this page. 
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Practitioner's Docket No. 04046 


PATENT 


H Applicant 

□ Application No. 

□ Filed on 

Title: EASY ON /EASY OFF PILLOW AND BLANKET COVER AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 


□ Patentee _ 

□ Patent No. 

□ Issued on 


STATEMENT OF STATUS AS SMALL ENTITY 
(37 C.F.R. § 1.27(a)(1)) — INDEPENDENT INVENTOR 

denned *Vc7*V7lTl«l St3te th3t ' QUa,ify 35 an '^pendent inventor, as 

p£?^%^£JL n M ) H f ° r c PUrP0S6S ° f Payin9 reduced fees to the United States 

to the Pat J, ^fnH t h C t U o^ er Se ° tl0nS 41(a) and {b) of Title 35 - United st ^es Code, 
to the Patent and Trademark Office, with regard to the invention described in 

S3 the specification filed herewith, with title as listed above. 

□ the application identified above. 

□ the patent identified above. 

JnS " 0 ! as f i9ned ' 9 ran,ed - conveyed or licensed, and am under no obligation under 
who wou 0 d not a n ' 9n ' 9rant " C ° nVey ° r liCenSe ' any ri 9 hts in the inven «°" to any person 
7he ZlZn lT V 35 3 PerS ° n Und6r 37 C - RR - § ^W). if that person had made 
the invents or to any concern that would not qualify as a small business concern under 
l,.i-.h. ^ 1.27(a)(2), or a nonprofit organization under 37 C.F.R. § 1.27(a)(3). 
Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted conveved or 
licensed or am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, conveyer £nse 
any rights in the invention, is listed below: wwivey. or license 

H No such person, concern, or organization exists. 

□ Each such person, concern or organization is listed below. * 

N0TE: f^f esta ' ementssh ^be obtained from each namedperson. concern or organization having rights 
to the invention as to their status as small entities. 9 ^ 

FULL NAME : 

ADDRESS • 


□ INDIVIDUAL 

FULL NAME 

ADDRESS 


□ SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN 


□ NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 


□ INDIVIDUAL 

FULL NAME . 

ADDRESS 


□ SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN 


□ NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 


□ INDIVIDUAL 


□ SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN - NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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GALLAGHER 


PAGE 


to s£?Z2w he , duty :° U e ; in ,his a P» lica,i °" or patent, notification of any change 
of ^TSJSlfS,? en,it, T nt '° Sma " €n,i,y S,a,US pri0r 10 W«ng. or at'the "me 
ItuT^^ 1?« » he ' SSUe ,ee 0r any main,enan <* due after the date on which 
status as a small ent.ty is no longer appropriate. (37 C.F.R. § 1.28(g)(2)) 

0/ 8 part/. Hrftefher a DntchLom, or non-practitioner, constitutes * certification unoer « to imeHhL 
•wpoailfo/i o/ SAncf/ons under $ 10, f fife) o/ t/ws chapter. Any fwctition&rio^ting 


S t.4(0)(2,. 

ROBERT J ^HICKMAN 
Name 


^^^^^^^^ 


- /^/'^^^ Date March pty , 2004. 

Signature of ^fiventor ^ — " — 


Name of inventor 


Signature of Inventor 


Date 


Name of inventor 


Signature of Inventor 


Date 
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